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May 2019 

And finally … I’ve spent a lot of time over some years now leading the development of Histon & 

Impington’s Neighbourhood Plan. Last Tuesday (4 Jun 19) it was submitted and now it’s out of the 

community’s hands as it goes through a final South Cambs consultation, review by an Examiner and 

then a referendum which should take place after the summer. The Plan is of value in its own right of 

course as it sets some controls over development but the process has also been positive as everyone 

involved as learnt so much. In particular we’ve learnt that Histon & Impington really is unique by 

virtue of its location, its High Street, employment space and opportunities for recreation, and the 

Green Belt which surrounds it. There’s the inevitable temptation to adopt an ‘if it ain’t broke don’t 

fix it’ mindset but that won’t work and along with the policies in the Plan there’s a list of 

recommended projects to improve the community. Check out the Plan at www.hiplan.net.  

June 2019 

And finally …. I enjoyed a couple of days in Manchester early in the month. Remarkably it didn’t 

rain all the time, in fact it didn’t rain at all and it was fine enough on one day for a little light alfresco 

dining. Manchester is of course famous for its role in driving the country’s economy in the 19th and 

early 20th centuries and it has the great mercantile buildings to match. It’s good to see how many of 

them survive and are being repurposed to meet the city’s needs today. I wonder how many of the 

new buildings at the Salford Quays will be regarded so highly when they are a century or so old. The 

aerial view of the city is interesting and makes you wonder what the city planners have been up to. 

The old buildings are still there, the street plan is unchanged and new buildings seem to squeeze 

into every space. It’s a bit of a jumble but maybe better that it hasn’t been over planned. There are a 

few photos from my trip at https://flic.kr/s/aHsmE8Rkhf.  

July 2019 

And finally … I can’t imagine that other communities get quite as much road work disruption as 

we do in Histon & Impington. As I write this I can reflect on the completion of the works at the Rose 

& Crown junction, I see the work to improve the pavements in Station Road is underway and the 

‘resurfacing’ of Park Lane and a Parish Council sponsored project to improve footpaths are about to 

start. Add in remedial work by Cadent on their gas main along Cambridge Road, the inevitable 

disruption from the A14 activity, and a small job to run a fibre optic connection underground in front 

of the Co-Op and its clear that we’re at least getting our ‘fair’ share. My view is that it reflects the 

broad level of activity within our community, we seem to have ever increasing entropy and all this 

work is simply a consequence of it. We may not like it but our community would be a good deal 

poorer without it, or to be more precise without the causes of it. 

August 2019 

And finally … I thought I was going to report on an excellent few days I’d had in Wales during 

the month but the events of the last week are ones that I feel I must share. On the Tuesday I was 

due to fly to Spain on business but had an appointment with a cardiac consultant in Addenbrookes in 

the morning. Nice and convenient I thought, it’s on the way to the airport. Problem was the 

excellent Dr Krishnan decided that I was at risk of a heart attack and arm wrestled me into agreeing 

to be admitted. That put me in position so that I could be transferred to Royal Papworth on the 
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Thursday for an angiogram and the subsequent fitting of a stent. Apart from the fact that I consider 

myself incredibly lucky it also made me thankful for what the NHS can do from very sharp and 

proactive GPs at Firs House through the excellent care at Addenbrookes to the world-class Royal 

Papworth. I counted eleven nationalities amongst the super staff that looked after me.  

There’s a little more about my experience at https://wp.me/phtcF-Qr 

September 2019 

And finally … we’re starting to see the changes we’ve been waiting for in our community over 

the summer. Firstly the redevelopment of the Station site is now well underway and so far the 

developers seem to be taking great care of the station building itself.  The Station Sidings site finally 

has its planning permission and I’ve been told that demolition of the old Bishop’s building is 

‘imminent’. On the High Street we’ve sadly seen the closure of Lighthouse Toys but there is now 

good news as its new tenants will be Print Out which will vacate its units on the School Hill site.  

October 2019 

And finally … October was dominated by the Rugby World cup and given my passion for Welsh 

rugby I was sure that I’d be excited by Wales success but in the end disappointed. I was not wrong 

but then I had a reserve option because I was born in South Africa so I could transfer my allegiance 

and still have a stake in the final. And then I was not disappointed. But that was just one of the 

highlights of a wonderful tournament and I was also thrilled by the exploits of Japan who beat 

Ireland and Scotland, by the heroics of the part-timers of Uruguay in beating Fiji and by the humility 

of Canada and who turned up to support the clean-up operation following Typhoon Hagibis after 

their final pool game was cancelled.  

November 2019 

And finally … I don’t know if this is generally true but I reckon that many people are less than 

impressed at the quality of the electioneering that has been taking place. Certainly I’m not. Whereas 

I suspect that there was a consensus that  an election was necessary to free up parliament’s log jam 

any goodwill that that engendered has now gone as we’ve been exposed to an arms race of plans 

about what the various parties will do and many of them are barely credible, to claims and counter-

claims about whose figures add up and to accusations of misbehaviour of some sort of another. And 

have you noticed how it’s so much about the party leaders, almost a presidential election, and 

whether they are honest and can be trusted. 

December 2019 

And finally … I’ve been away and just before Xmas I had reason to drive from Bogor, Indonesia 

to the top of the Puncak Pass. I remember the route from 40 years ago when I lived in Jakarta and it 

was a pleasant run to get away from the heat of the capital city. No more. My guess is that car 

ownership has increased tenfold since then and this two-lane road, there are some four lane 

sections, is now severely congested. So bad in fact that the authorities have implemented a two way 

flow system, two hours up then two hours back, which results in horrendous queues. To that you’ve 

got to factor in motor bikes. These are the preferred mode of transport for most people and I reckon 

that they outnumber cars 10 to 1. They are not constrained by the tidal flow constraints so as you’re 

maybe driving up to the pass on the ‘wrong’ side of the road you’re competing for road space with 
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swarms of motor bikes coming down on what is to them the ‘right’ side. I’m glad I wasn’t driving and 

I promise never to grumble about the A14 again! 

January 2020 

And finally … on the one had it’s good news that the A14 people say that they’ll be finished early 

and that the end is in sight but they really have been immensely difficult to deal with. From the 

thoughtless destruction of our trees two years ago through to the casual way they’ve handled the 

provision for cyclists and pedestrians as they’ve been working on the B1049 approach to the A14 it’s 

been difficult. It’s a big project and I’m in awe at its complexity and how it can be managed but the 

one impression I get is that the focus is on delivering on time and within budget and nothing can get 

in the way of this. The impact that this has on residents is worsened by the many layers of 

contractors and sub-contractors because although just maybe the A14 people have a more balanced 

scorecard these people are just hired hands and are paid for delivery which is all that they do. I’ve 

had good relationships with the A14 top people but even they seem to have little ability to control 

the way that stuff actually gets done. 

February 2020 

And finally … it’s difficult to get away from the issue of the Corona Virus at present. To some 

extent we are still in a phony war in this country with the threat looming large but nothing really 

substantive in terms of an epidemic or of constraints on what we may or may not do to fight it when 

it comes. Italy is certainly there with today’s announcement of plans to quarantine 16 million 

people. In the meantime we are filling the vacuum with lots of talk challenging the experts on the 

one hand and unnecessary ‘panic’ buying on the other. I’ve got a personal interest in how it develops 

because I’ve got a holiday booked in Naples, mid April. In theory that’s unaffected by today’s 

developments in Italy but there’s plenty of time for the situation to develop further. I’m also in a 

more vulnerable category when it comes to what’s likely to happen if I contract the disease but I can 

take some comfort from reports that the majority of deaths in China are of smokers and in Italy 

they’re people aged 80 plus. In the meantime what do I do? I keep washing my hands.  

March 2020 

And finally … it seems that we do everything through the prism of the corona virus these days. It 

dominates our conversations and behaviours and every strand of the news seems to have a corona 

strand. Once again I’m thankful of where I live. Cambridgeshire appears to have a low infection rate 

and I’m told that, although there’s no cause for complacency, Addenbrookes has sufficient critical 

care beds. And although it has been unnerving seeing the reports of panic buying and long queues at 

supermarkets we seem to do OK round here. The big worry though is ‘what happens next?’. On the 

one hand a premature move back towards normality would be wrong but it does need to happen if 

many of the companies on which this country’s economy and our personal lifestyles depend are 

going to survive. For my personal take on what’s going on go to https://wp.me/phtcF-SI but be sure 

to read the small print first. 

April 2020 

And finally … alongside my council work I still do a little business and I’m quite proud of what’s 

happening at one of the companies with which I work. It’s a small manufacturing operation with 
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global sales and it closed its factory at the start of the Boris lockdown and asked those people who 

could to work from home and furloughed the rest. As orders continued to come in it arranged for 

some people to work part-time to keep shipments ticking over and last Monday it reopened having 

made the factory ‘Covid-19 compliant’. Its sales team continues to work from home and I’ve been 

running this since the beginning of March.  

Much has been said of the advantages of home working and of the wonder of the various apps that 

can be used. And free of distractions productivity can be higher. That’s all true of course but there is 

something missing when you can’t have a face-to-face meeting with someone and the dynamics of a 

team meeting are not the same when you’re not in the same room. There’s got to be a happy 

medium and I look forward to moving towards it later in the year. 
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